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April Chaires (M.Ed. BCBA/LBA) 

Interdepartmental Manager of Clinical Programming-Academy Support  
 

april.chaires@laurensaz.org	
	
Role:	
	
I	support	all	the	L.I.F.E.	Academy	classrooms	with	students	that	demonstrate	behaviors	and	do	not	
already	receive	Behavioral	Programming	and	Support	(BPS).	I	help	teachers	and	staff	to	determine	
the	function	of	a	child’s	problem	behavior	and	how	to	appropriately	address	the	behavior.		
	
Education:	

• M.Ed.	in	Curriculum	and	Instruction	with	a	specialization	in	Applied	Behavior	
Analysis,	Arizona	State	University,	May	2014	

• B.S.	in	Family	Child	Science,	New	Mexico	State	University,	May	2011	
	
Special	Certifications:	

• Arizona	Board	of	Psychology	Licensed	Behavior	Analyst,	Oct	2017	
• Board	Certified	Behavior	Analyst	(BCBA),	August	2017		

	
Career	History:		
	
I	began	working	at	L.I.F.E.	in	October	2014	with	the	BPS	department	as	a	1:1	provider.		In	January	
2016	I	began	working	as	a	program	manager.		In	August	2017,	I	sat	for	my	BCBA	exam	and	passed.	
In	December	2018,	I	began	working	in	the	Academy	to	provide	behavior	support	to	the	students	
and	teachers.	Prior	to	coming	to	L.I.F.E.	I	worked	as	a	Family	Support	Specialist	at	Healthy	Families	
Arizona	doing	parent	education.		

	
Training	Philosophy:	
	
I	feel	that	the	greatest	success	I	have	in	this	position	is	when	I	get	to	see	the	clients	initiate	and	
respond	to	social	interactions.		Celebrating	all	victories	is	important	no	matter	how	big	or	small	
they	seem.		To	know	that	we	are	making	a	difference	in	these	children’s	lives	is	why	I	do	what	I	do.		
	

Personal:			

I	am	from	El	Paso,	Texas.		My	mom	and	3	sisters	still	live	in	Texas	and	I	get	to	see	them	on	holidays.		
When	I	am	not	at	L.I.F.E.	you	may	find	me	at	concerts,	particularly	country,	and	cheering	on	the	
Dallas	Cowboys	during	football	season.			


